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01  Background and question 04  Original conceptual illustrations
Zero Is usually encountered as a mathematical concept. This chapter Two illustrations from the chapter connect spiritual interpretations of form,
examines its spiritual meanings alongside one and infinity, bringing qualities and an encompassing whole.

selected Indian philosophical sources into an interdisciplinary
conversation.

God residing within
or pervading
the living form

RESEARCH QUESTION

What can zero, one and infinity reveal when interpreted
through an integrative spiritual perspective?

Any living or
conscious form

02  Conceptual framework

Number Meaning

God encompasing

A lens on existence and the living form
experience.

A language for quantitative
relations.

FIGURE 23.3  The idea of pervasive as well as all-encompassing

nature of God
The chapter relates form and formlessness, qualities and their absence,

and finite and infinite perspectives. Its analogies concern spiritual
meaning; they are not claims of mathematical equality.

Original Figure 23.3, [1], p. 489: a theological illustration of the pervasive and all-encompassing nature of God.

03 EV| d ence an d met h Od TABLE 23.1 One, zero and infinity — an integrative spiritual perspective

: : : : uality-less With quali
Conceptual exploration of ancient and contemporary literature using a Quality quality

hermeneutics of contemplation.

Form-less nirguna-nirakara —
. . . 0]
Selected Sanskrit sources are interpreted alongside modern accounts . . - L
.. ) o , ) : With Form nirguna-sakara saguna-sakara
of zero and spirituality. The aim is philosophical understanding, rather . 1

than an experimental test or a demonstration of historical priority.

Original Table 23.1, [1], p. 495: form and qualities interpreted through zero, one and infinity.

CONCLUSION An integrative reading treats zero, one and infinity as resources for philosophical inquiry into existence and knowing.

CENTRAL PROPOSITION

Beyond quantity.

Towards meaning.

Zero, one and infinity illuminate different ways of interpreting
existence and spiritual experience.

Read the research

05  Findings and contributions

A  More than absence

Zero is explored through meanings such as subtlety, formlessness and the
unmanifest.

B Unity and multiplicity

One and infinity help articulate relationships between particular forms and a
wider spiritual whole.

C Limits of quantification

The chapter invites attention to the unknown and to knowing beyond formal
numerical description.

06 Discussion

The integrative approach allows different meanings to coexist without
reducing them to one disciplinary vocabulary. The original figure and table
show how theological and philosophical interpretations extend the
conversation about number.

07 Limitations and next steps

These are interpretations of selected traditions and texts. They do not establish
empirical equivalence between spiritual concepts or alter the arithmetic
properties of zero, one and infinity.
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